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A Pottery Cayuco Model from
El Salvador

by Stanley H. Boggs

Administracion del Patrimonmio Gultural, San Salvador, El Salvador

Until four years ago, no archacological specimen had been reported in El
Salvador which could be recognized as cven indirect evidence of a pre-
Columbian boat. At that time, however, an itinerant peddler sold a small
(length remaining 12.4 cm), incomplete pottery model of a dugout canoe or

Map of El Salvador showing positions of coastal archaeological sites and
few modern towns: Preclassic — El Huiscoyol (8); Classic — El Madresal i9],

Asanyamba (5), El Periquito (1). Postclassic El Cajete (1). Atalaya (7).
l.a Pitaya (3), El Majahual (2), Modern Nueva Esparta (6)
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cayuco to Mrs. Salomé Imery de Ruiz in San Salvador. The specimen was
said to have been acquired in the northeastern part of the country in the vi-
cinity of Nueva Esparta, La Union Department, some 40 km north of the
Gulf of Fonseca and in the drainage area of the Rio Goascorin.

Fig. 1. Cayuco model from arca of Nueva Esparta, La Uniwon Department,
El Salvador. Length remaining = 12.4 cm.; Width = 6.3 cm.

When the model was examined in the El Salvador National Museum and
compared with other pottery specimens [rom that area, it became quite clear
that it was a genuine antiquity which relates to certain Late Classic figurine
types of eastern El Salvador. The paste and the stylistic character of the
human-effigy figurine passengers in the miniature boat are related to figuri-
ne types of western Honduras and contiguous El Salvador, an area inhabited
by Lenca speakers in early colonial times.

The basic form of the boat portrayed in the model is a hollow, broad half-
cylinder with a rounded. blunt end and a short, broad, shelf-like horizontal
projection [rom the prow. The missing stern may have been similarly shaped
and extended sufficiently to accommodate one or more additional passengers
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