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Map of El Sahndot shouing posítions of coo^rtal atchaeologíeal sit.es a ¿ r¡

few mod,eta touns: Precla-tsic * El Huisco'1ol (8); Clrcstc - El MadrPfll l9l'
- 
Asanlamba (5), EI Periquito (4): Postclas¡it: EI cu¡?te (l) '4t(l4v t;)'
La Pilalür ()), El Majahtal (2); Mo¿c¡tt Nttcrm F'sfarla (6)
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A Pottery Cayuco Model from
El Salvador

by Stanley H. Boggs
Adminislración d.al Patrimonio Cullu¡al, San Sakndo¡, EI Saltadot

Until four years ago, no archacological spccimen had bccn rrg)rtt'(l in EI

Salvador which could be recognized as cvcn indircct evidcncc of a pre'

Columbian boat, At that time, howcve¡, an itincrant pcddlcr sold a small

(length remaining 12.4 cm), incomplete Pottery model of a dugout canoe or



5t¡nicv ij. iioggs

cr¿l¡¡¿o (o Mrs. Salo¡nó Irncry dc Rttiz in San Salvador. 1-he specirnen was

sairl to lrave bccn acquirc<l in thc northcastcrn part of tht country in lhc vi_

cinity oI Nueva Lsparta, La Unión l)cPartment, some'10 km north of the
(lLrlf of Fonscca and in ¡ite dr¡inage area of thc llio Goascorán.

Fig. I Ca1'uco nodel frorn arca of Nueta Espa a, La Union Departmenl'

EI Salt'aclor Lcnglh rennining = 12.4 ctt; Wt:dth = 6 ) cm'

Whcn thc rno(icl lvas cxamincd in thc EI Salvador National Museum and

cornpan'd with other Jrottcry specim(:ns from that are¡, it bccamc quitc clcar

th¡¡ it rvas ¡ gcnuinc a¡¡tiquitv rvhich rcl¡tcs to ccrtain Late Classic figurinc

tvDCs of castern El Salvador. Tlle paste and thc stylistic character of the

human.cffigv figurine passengers in thc miniaturc boat are related to ñguri-

nc tvpes of wcstcrn llon(luras and contiquous El Salvador. an area inhabited

by Lenca spcakers in early colontal ttmes

Thc l¡asic form of the boat portrayed in the model is a hollow broad half-

cvlinclcr with ¡ rountle'<l b¡unt cnd and a short broad' shelf-likc horizontal

¡r'rnj"cnon from Lhc Prnw l-h" nrissing stcrn may have been sirnilarly shaped

¡¡n,i extcndcd sufficicn(lv to acco¡nmodate one or more additional Passengcrs



:



,,il ¡¡,,1 .ir,. (;Lr i,jl i.o¡rsr.,.,r :¡l¡rrr,,.IlI.III(,i,I|Iii nrrrrr)r i)¡\s. .rIr(l $ jlll
.r , rrri,¡rr ,.rrrr¡rr¡ ri lrin;rr ,(, :1 ' s , , , ,,:,:tli.lil,ri lll;, il::l;: :ill:'ll ,i ll,; l'll,llli
" r""¡rl I.,'r¡';r. rlr, rr'1r;rs .,,r,r'rr r i,r., r¡ ,r',.. ,rrr. rn¡.r.,,rr,, ¡i , I r { 

. 
r r , r r 

. r , i ¡ l'lr(.r,\|r)r;rr ,,rr ¡,1 r',.irrqi(. |,,Ír¡,rr d¡ I 1)¡rr.5rj(., .ll llr. lJl|!iiir¡, iilr' l lr¡. l ,,s ('I);rIro\;IJr.iI iLrq1,¡.il( lrLr¡n,Ur ,clrlIrrrr.r¡r ,rc r.iir/,..;l\.l¡.
I Lr,. I'rrrlL\sr i,'.:1,,,i sillr.,,rlrcr: ;r,i, ¡s irc I:l (.,ri¡r¡.qrr¡.¡¡(t ,)lr.r!
'rr, r . r"1 ,i JI,, rr.r ,Llrri (r,u ii ..¡.r)r r,, l!.,rlnrIrr ,)l (,,,llr,]r I ll¡¡r.s r¡r t¡,.j1r'r, ,,Lt( !¡. J itr.;r1r :Lrlrr, .rr r r, llr ri,rrs .Ltr ¡ ,,r ;rr \s¡nv,rrrrl,,r
r rr t',:rirLrr,, r¡ r r,. r;¡rif ,jr I.r)¡sr.r it \tLlt,,LrrllL .r ,rl¡r,,.rrs ,rlrr r,,rs (rr,rr
rir ' ri¡i.l!i ,!:, .r,rr,r1rr(l 

I r : ! 1 r , r , r ir ¡ 
. , r : r I rri, i 1 r 

. i r : I ¡ 
. : , , , r L r 

. 1,,lr,u,.rl ,r,.
l , r.;ir,r{), ,,r(.rr J)rr,t(.rr.rr¡l t,,r.trrri r ¡ I . r i r t I r r r r 

, 
, r ! , ) r ) t ) r j \ r 

. o ir),r!(,r

ri,,:i¡r.,i ,. ¡L( rr,l ll,l , r ¡,,rr,,nrr ll, .. , , rr tr.r | ¡,q(
I I '..'., r i ¡ Mr,rr |r . r(1 .|,.,.rr ¡.1 r.:| t.r r, JiD(, l,,r, tq
tirrl il r\ rtIr.r.t¡,( ilri'Lt,it .t.. irt:r rrr.. 1) I rrrr. rl)r.,1 ,¡. 1 I ltrir r.r r¡r 11¡

',L rrr.r,.ri irrri ., ltL ll lrr.r,:,1,,1 I,,|.r..rIr ! !rl

,¡ ' .,.;'¡1, l', ,..¡r r r'.'l ritnLrll
\( 1r ,ti /. ll0r tLri¡ rr))nlo| rir r lrII rr,, I titr : .

ll ti rlt,t\ ( ri)r,1 I iit;11 rlt(. ¡¡)r.1,¡ls Li(i,rL 1,,,¡¡1 q11, , ,ts tll¡. i¡lr.sr,r]r ¡11¡¡rlr.lrr'ilr.r\.\ l{rr rrrll) 1r.r ,rjj¡ ,r,,r ni¡!r.l ior i¡rr rr.i i)¡,r ,ir,r¡i ,lrsr: rr. r,rr¡r,..

'\r,I ir\

\r. ;¡ r1.r il ,r,i:rr rr

fu¡DaalÓfa ña(lo¡aL lt¡

^roulotoúla 
DI ¡!t^lvan9¡



\ jr,ilrf,', I I rt¡, \fL,'1. r(,ñ l: \.i .ir(r,jr


