cults among the Nakanai and their relation to native religious
ideas and values is, therefore, Mz, Valentine's specizl problem
of study. He has the possibility of making an importanr con-
tribution to our understanding of phenomena of this type.

My own work was largely concentrated on the more formal
aspects of social and ceremonial ozganization, with respect to
which the Nakanai presented some interesting problems. To-
gether, Miss Chowning and 1 coliected the materials for a brief
grammar and dictionary of the language. We aiso managed to
get some additional materials for the Universicy Museum’s
Melanesian coliections.

It is a truism that one always comes home from the field
wishing one had more time, seeing ail the holes in one’s dara.
All of us have this feeiicg, yet. considering cur objectives and
the time at our disposal and consideting all the obstacies which
we might have encountered, | cacnot help but fteil that the
expedition has been a successful one. 1 am deeply grateful
to everyone connected with it for helping 1o make it so.

Wa-d H. Geodenough
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THE ARCTIC EXPEDITION

In he middle of May of this yea: she Arctic Expediton
sponsored ,orn:ly by the Univer siry Museum and the Danish
Nationai Museum set out for Churchill in the norcheastern
corne: of Canada’s Maniroba. Originsiiy the personnel was
limized o Jorgen Meldgaazd of the Danish Nariona: Museum
and myself cepresenting the Univessity Museum QOnce in
Churchiii, Rev. Guy Mazie-Reuseiller, a mi ssionasy priest
who is preatly intereseed in Arcuc u'.'.hm.—amgn:.r, l]m.nen? us.
This was oniy aftes @ sudden change in ous otigina pians,
howewve:, lor we had Intended o proceed from Chuschiis o
Baker Lake in che hear: of the Cazikou Eskimo country, bur
we discovesed thar a plane was leaving within a few days
for Igloolik, over 300 miies norzh of the A:sgiic Cizcle in
the Northwest Tetsizodfes. Stnce ordinsrily this is ene of
the mest inzrressikie spors ia the Canadian Aretic and
promised to be interesung both fzam an a:chaeological and
ethnologicai poins of view, we fel: tha" it was an opportunity
we couid not afford to miss. Father Masie-Rousellier had
served in the mission at Iglocl:k a number of years before
so was mos: eager to accompany and aid us.

D:. Woods, a zepteseniaiive of <he Indian Health Bureae
was fiying to Igloolik to administer wichinosis tests to the
Eskimos the=- ' was on his plane that we were able to "bam™
a ride,

The fizst monch at Igioolik found che land siill well
frozen in. The Eskimos said it was Spring and many fam-
ilies had alzeady moved from slowiy sagging :gloos into
their summer skin cents. We found 1t difficulr ro sense
Spring in the eir, however, when the ground was still thi ck-
ly covered with snow, the sen frozen solid, and blizzards
with near zero temperatuse plagued us.

Finally a few gravel ridges and wisps of :eInEicf:r moss
began to emerge from the snow and it was possibie to do a
litsle archaeciogical reconnaissance. Fora week we made
almost daily trips by dogsied to poiots around Igloolik where
houses of the Thule Eskimos, who preceded the present
people, had been reporred.  We were looking for evidences
of the even earlier Dorset culture, however, and sure enough
we found it=-on an isiand calied Alamerk on the northeastern

tip of Melville peninsula, 18 miles sourh of Igloolik.

Previously the Dorset culture was thought to have been
a relatively short-lived, transient culture overshadowed by
the later Thules, but the result of our work there indicates
that it probably dominared a great part of the eastern Arctic
much longer than the Thule.

At Alarnetk we locared and mapped an entire Dorser
communicy of 208 bouses and later in the season a re-
conpai saance tiipby whaleboat around the northwestern part
of Foxe Basin resulted in the discovery of about 150 more
Dorset houses at a number of sites in different parts of the
area, On the same trip the firgr evidence of the even older
Sarqaq cultuze came ro lighs. Sarqaq had first been identi-
fied in Greeniand by Meldgaard.

The Dorse: houses were found in terraced rows along
the shore of Foxe Basin, The largest site, at Alarnerk,
strerched in a band of parallel rows of houses, each locar-
ed on a raised gravel beach which indicatéd a change in sea
levei, When the earliest row of houses was built the sea
level must have been approximately B0 feer higher than it
is today. The most recently occupied houses were found -
on an old beach only 24 feet above the one on which the
present Eskimos have a summer campsite.

Iz has been estimated that it has taken abour 2,000
years for the sea level to fall 56 feer. If this is an
accuzate estimate, then we are justified in assigning 2,000
years to the length of occupancy of this Dorset community.

The houses, of cousse, were gone, and only gravel~
f.iied, moss-covered zecrangula: depressions matked their
sites. Some of them were as iarge as 20 by 45 feer and
from one such house we have over 500 artifaces, tools,
weapons, and artwork of flint, slare and ivory. These
were the fizst Dorse: houses ever to be positively identi-
fied and only at the most recent level of Dorset occupation
did the atifaces show any mixture with Thule.

We were forzunate to be able o find enough organic
maresial to evenmuaiiy provide some dates through Carbon
14 apaiysis. These o:ganic remnants, along with nearly
3,000 s-sifaces, several hundred pounds of animal bones,
and some human skeietal material from the mound-iike
Dorse: graves wouid seem to be reward encugh for a shorc
season’s work in the Arctic, but equaliy rewarding was-
rhe chance zo be for a time with some of the most de-
lighzful people in the worid-- the Eskimos. The Igloo-
iingmiucs, who live in the area in which we worked, are
particularly wondecful tolks and met us at every tum
with hospitatity, friendship and ever-smiling faces,

Richard Emerick
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EXCAVATIONS IN EL SALVADOR

Although originally planned to include ac least some
hasty reconnaissance, this past four month season was
devored entirely to excavations around Chalchuapa, a
town close to the Guatemala border. The site of El
Teapiche, mentioned in an earlier BULLETIN article, was
investigated as theroughly as was possibledn the time
availabie. Towards the end of May a second site was dug
very briefiy on the shore of a local lake, Among the rea-
sons [or the Museum’s interest in the country was the long
ohscure nasute and affiliacions of the Pre-Classic horizon.
While Salvadozan and other collections amply evidence Pre-



Classic oceupation of the area, something more substantial
than inciden-a, discovesries was needed to cianfy this eazly,
extended, and complex deve:opmen:. The season forunately
was not without guideposts, the adjacent Guatemaia high-
lands having yielded a long Pre-Ciass.c sequence, largey
through the work of the Carnegie Insz:tunon of Washingron,
Also a numbe: of good zepo:is ex:st on sites of this hone
zon to the nosth in Honduras.

The first mound to be excava'ed in the group of eight at
Ei Trapiche had been badiy distusbed in recenr years bux
enough remained for a starter.  The distucbed face was
cieared, revealing a senes of adobe and ea:th construction
leveis cuiminating :n a numbe: of adobe ficors. In an effor
to locate somerhing of the exteroz a ‘!ll!_l'lch was dug agains:
the opposite undisturbed s:de. Eveniuany L.'has. was conio”
ued th:ough the mound producing nothing. however, in the
way of facing or a stai-way. The mound was hen :a pas
taken down ievei by ievei No gra es we-e encountezed in
this work either bur this pauci'y was compensated by tzemen-
dous quannities of sherds, c:ay figunne f:agmen:s, and bits
of obsidian_ ai) forming pacs of the mound’s fi.i. In buef
it can be saud thas the mound osiginai:y had he form of a
rectangular (of OVEL?] WEL-&ieY ared piarferm with an adobe
{puddied rathe: than biocks? exter o and a hearung of packed
earth, with izs uppe: adobe su:face having been zenewed a:
various inrervals.

The second mound :nxesi:gared pioted moze va.uabie
from the ssandpoint of architectiie. Agan a trench was be-
gun weli out fzom the moung, ca-ed down o 2 5tei.e deposet
(blue clay’ and ‘hen ex:ended ;n'o “he mound 12 seasch of
something ro ozrent the dlgﬁang The mound was found ro be
basically composed of et nehon armfacts, bur sacking
in anything of a defin:*e construcricnai nature. Again there
were no buniais, Eventuaciy we reached the cente:r of the
mound with a rrench wready i8 meters iong and 5 mere:s
deep. Ar that point 0 digging what was 1o be the inal
section of the trench we Came 40 0= a 5 aam of boddes
beneath which was a thin clay bine set verncaliy in the dict
fill. A month was spem: feiiowing *his line which developed
into &n extrao:dinary eiongated (16 mere:s’ network of ciay
channels and other interconnecied ciay consiructions, The
structuze was found 1o be dispiaced aong the west side of
the mound. +he whoie iy:0g in earth, helow the bouider iaye:,
which 1n rurn paztiy supporred a mass of seemingiy formiess
puddled adobe, Beyond nonng tha: no obvious clue o 1ts
funcrion appeared, futhe: remarks here wouid oniy be con
fusing withour plans and photographs.

Other wotk at the site invoived vanous test pits on and
around the othe: mounds as well as extensive surface coi
lecting. One large stratgraphic pit disciosed rwo naturai
ash deposits berween which was sandwiched a thick layer
of sherd-packed earth. Beiow the lowest ash fall (the gen-
eral region remains acuvely volcanie) no arufacts whatso
ever were found. At nearby Tazumai, & monumental site
excavared by the Salvadoran government the upper ash lay-
eris associated with Lare Ciassic matenal However El
Trapiche surely ceased to be ceremomaiiy active af & very
much earlier time than this,

Whiie the two El Trapiche mounds hardly agree archi-
tecturaliy, the artifacts found in them indicare contempo:
raneity. In fact, the sire at no point showed any culrural
disconformity, The pottery and figuiines clearly affiliare
with the Guaremaia highland area and fusther appear ro dare
the site to the earlier portion of the late Pre-Classic penod,
Recent Carbon 14 dates for Guatemala suggest an eatly 1st
millennium B.C. date for this occupation.

A sample of some 30,000 sherds was selected for seudy,
The coilection furthe: includes a large quancity of clay fig-
usine fragmenrs= not a singie complete specimen was found|
A numbe: of these figunines had movable limbs, Among the
thousands of pieces of obsidian encountered, remarkably few
could be classed as artifacrs, Other objects found included
many metates and manos aiso bark bearers, clay ear orna-
men:s and beads cylindrical and flar stamps, and a few
unimpressive jade beads Two carbonized corncoks, beth
very small, more or less complete the list,

As the colleciions have not as yer arnved and thus no
study has been possibie | hesitate to say much abour the
second sire. locared op rhe north shore of a lake just east
of the town of Chaichuapa. A series of sand, ash, boulder,
and rubble sirara conrained many large she:ds as well as
figusine fragmenms, Only a smali portion of the deposit
was excavared. While much of the poriery seemed 1o affil-
1ate with El Trapiche chere aise seemed o be a number
of sinking differences. Among the sherds were many thar
had been speciaiiy cur, usualiy :n a triangular partern, and
chese wee frequentiy found ro he soor-covered,

The season s work produced nothing specracuiar. How-
ever eventual analysis of -he matenal and dara should pro-
vide a basis for appreciating a fair porsion of the Pre-Clas-
sic of El Sailvade: as weil as onenung any possible work
these in the furure. And :f EJ Saivador wasn'r enough, one
couid conrempiate digging very profirabiy ail the way
Panama.

W:liiam R. Coe

1954 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION INTO
NORTHWESTERN CHIHUAHUA
A PRELIMINARY REPORT

The Deparrmen of Anth:opoiogy of the University of
Pennsyivama and the Universiry Museum sponsored an
archreological expedition invo nosthwes esn Chihuahua, Mex-
tco dunag the summer of 1954 This expedinion proposed
‘o locare mup and rest eariv histone sites :n northwestern
Chihuahua as a s:ep rowa'd the defimtion of the early his-
tonic and late prehissone cultures of thar area,

Histonc sites were chosen for investigation because of
the nume:sous h:srorical documents that couid be utilized in
the inte:pretation of achueoiogical remains, thus making
possible 2 more nearly complete reconstruction of the inves-
tgated culrures  Also, a thorough knowiedge f the cultures
of an aren 1n eaciy hisronc nmes wouid be very useful in the
synthesis of earlier cultuzes as revealed by archaeclogical
excavaiion.

Before goung into the field published histories were ex-
amined in an avempt ro earn the general location of as many
sites as possthie. From these sources it was learned thar
missions were established before 1680 in three Indian vil-
lages in northwestern Chihuzhua — Casas Grandes, Janos
and Carreras, In 1684 these missions were partially or com-
pletely destroyed when the Sumas and Janos Indians of the
area joined the Mansos of the El Paso district in a revolt
mmed ar destroying the Spamsh refugees from the New Mex-
ico revolt whe were then settied aound El Paso. As a re-
sult of rhe revol: the Carretas and Janos missions were com-
pletely abandoned although @ garnson of soldiers was moved
to the larrer site soon afterwards and remained chere until
1857, The Casas Grandes mission survived the revolr, be-
coming a piace of refuge for the Spanish sertless in the area,



