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ABSTRACT

Field trips in 1953-54 and 1958 and the checking of
about 150 sites provide the background for these prelim-
inary sequences, El Salvador is divided imto three cul-
tural regions. Western El Salvador is strongly linked
with Guaremala and Mesoamerica while the eastern re-
gion is basically Central American. The central part of
the country is heavily influenced by both of the other
regions with the Mesoamerican component predominar-
ing. In the western sequence the Atiquizaya phase is
connected with the Las Charcas or Providencia phases in
the Guatemalan Highlands and the Cuyagualo phase
with rhe Full Classic material ar Copan. The latest com-
plex in the western region, the Majahual phase, possibly
flourished during the congquest period on the western
shore, The central sequence begins with the Tovar com-
plex abour 700 ec. and ends with the Cihuatin phase
which demonstrates the Pipil domination of this region
in later times. In eastern El Salvador, where archaeologi-
cal knowledge begins with the footprints of La Rama at
about 1500 m.c, several complexes with wares made in
the Usuluran rechnique developed, The eastern se-
guence culminates in the Lower Lempa culture about

a.p. 1000,
THIS REPORT is based on two field trips
in El Salvador, Central America (Fig. 1),
one of 15 months in 1953-54, the other of
four months in 1958. During both occasions,
an extensive survey of sites was conducted
covering about 150 spots of archaeological in-
terest at which surface collections were ob-
tained. In some cases where prospects looked
rewarding or puzzling problems had to be
solved, test trenches or pits were excavated
during both seasons. Unfortunately, none of
them was stratigraphic and only cross-checking
gave the basis for this proposed time sequence
of Salvadoran archaeology. To date scarcely
any report has been published on these expedi-
tions and even this paper has to be preliminary
as all writing has had to be done from field
notes and those drawings and photographs
taken in the field. Archaeological work in El
Salvador proved to be especially difficult due to
a reluctance of certain government agencies to
cooperate, although other agencies, especially
the Museo Nacional in 1958, gave me valuable
assistance. Therefore, not a single sherd could
be exported, not even on a proposed loan basis,
and all material still rests in El Salvador, its
scientific value diminishing rapidly. This reluc-
tance is, in my opinion, the most important
reasan why knowledge of Salvadoran archaeol-
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ogy has not progressed significantly since the
publication of Longyear’s data in 1944, Fifteen
years of excellent excavations and thorough
reconstruction at Tazumal by Stanley Bogpgs
have still to be reported, but will certainly
amplify the western sequence.

Another difficulty in this particular region
is the diversity of cultural remains in space as
well as in time, certainly due to the fact that
El Salvador belongs to the important frontier
region between the major archaeological areas
of Mesoamerica and Central America (Haber-
land 1959). Therefore, if one samples ten sites
sufficiently spaced out over this republic, at
least five different complexes are to be expected
and it would not be surprising if all ten show
different contents. The following preliminary
report is an attempt to give some order to cer-
tain ceramic complexes found during the inves-
tigations as well as those mentioned before from
El Salvador. Not all the different ceramic as
sociations can be mentioned here, since their
content as well as their position in time is often
not sufficiently understood — a facr especially
due to the most complicated picture in the east-
ern third of this country. However it is hoped
that most of the major assemblages are shown
in Figure 2.

In this chronological chart a distinction is
made between western, central, and eastern
El Salvador, the latter region already well used
and sometimes defined. Nevertheless, it seems
useful to give first an idea about the frontiers
between the different regions in order to clear
up the picture before going into details. Both
dividing lines are still difficult to draw, the one
between the western and the central region
more so than the other. As indicated by the
map (Fig, 1), this line should be understood,
at present, as starting at the Pacific coast at La
Libertad, crossing the Panamerican Highway
near the village of Colon and then following
the western slope of the volcano of San Sal-
vador. Next the town of Quetzaltepeque is
touched, after which the line follows the water-
shed between the Rio Sucio and the Rio Acel-
huate up to the Rio Lempa. Conditions north
of this river are so unknown that no attempt
to draw a dividing line there could be ventured.
The frontier between central and eastern El
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Fic. 1. Map of El Salvador, showing sites mentioned in the arricle. The dotted lines
are the frontiers berween the three archaeological regions.

Salvador seems much easier to define since the
Lempa River has been accepted as the boundary
line for a long time in most publications (for
example, Lothrop 1939). However, investiga-
tions show that this is not true, especially in
Classic and Postclassic times when the Lower
Lempa culture is found on both sides of this
river. The new borderline is, therefore, tenta-
tively placed along the Rio Jiboa up to the San
Vicente Volcano and from there to the mouth
of the Rio Titthuapa emptying into the Rio
Lempa. Since these regions are more or less
artificial and include several geographic enti-
ties, it is understood thar they will be of passing
value and that most probably other regions will
have to be formed in the future. Some evidence
for this will be offered in the following dis-
cussions.

We shall go in the course of this report from
the west to the east and from the oldest to the
latest cultures, giving at the same time a short
definition of contents as well as a discussion
of, or a reason for, the time placement. Under
this system the Atiquizaya complex has to be
mentioned first. This complex has been de-
scribed in a prelimintary report (Haberland
1958), and recent investigations have added
only a few features such as spouts with ovoid
diameter and figurines with movable arms. The

most important new find during the last sea-
son was the rim sherd of a flattish bowl, un-
painted on the exterior and with a purplish-
red decoration painted over a white background
on the interior. The fact that this is the only
such sherd among thousands of sherds at this
site indicates that it is an import. All fea-
tures suggest that it derives from the Provi-
dencia phase of the Guatemalan highlands (M.
D. Coe, personal letter). This sherd gives the
complex more or less the same affiliations as
already suggested in the earlier report (Haber-
land 1958: 489-90) on the basis of other traits.
Other general connections seem to be with the
Conchas phase of the La Victoria sequence on
the Pacific coast of Guatemala (M. D. Coe,
personal letter), again indicating the same time
level. A placing of the Atiguizaya complex
between 1000 and 700 sB.c., that is, roughly
into the time of Las Charcas and Providencia,
seems therefore correct. Another question is
whether there are more sites of this type in
western El Salvador. In the above-mentioned
report (Haberland 1958) the site of Atalaya
was included, in spite of the lack of certain
features, for example, extensive grooving. It is
supposed that this lack might only indicate a
spatial difference, while some exact duplications
in material and ornamentation suggest the same
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Fic. 2. Tentative sequence of ceramic complexes in El Salvador.

time level. Another site east of Acajutla, Barra
Ciega, yielded some similar material, but this
is so mixed up by agricultural action that only
extensive excavations will produce reasonable
data from this most important, obviously strati-
graphic site. Pieces in private collections sugpest
sites of Atiquizaya type around the Santa Ana
volcano. One more site might be included,
that of El Trapiche near Tazumal, excavated

by William Coe in 1953-54 (Coe 1955), but
since that material is also still in El Salvador,
no final report could be written, It is therefore
impossible to make more detailed comparisons.

Unfortunately, little material out of the most
important sequence in western El Salvador,
Tazumal, has been published by Boges (Long-
year 1944: 56-72). His report only covers the
first out of 15 seasons and the picture is not






